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SOURCE: Information contained in these graphs is courtesy of the Air-Conditioning, Heating, 
and Refrigeration Institute (AHRI). Industry figures are estimates derived from the best 
available figures supplied by a sample of AHRI member companies.

was built in 1933, and the newest 
began service in 1965.

“Where my office is located,” 
Webster said, “the House 
Superintendent is charged with 
turning our radiators on and off 
throughout the year.”

Webster, who has represented 
central Florida in Congress 
since 2011, can list examples 
of the HVAC industry’s 
evolutionary progress since 
even the newest House office 
building was constructed. 
However, whether out of regard 
for taxpayer expense or other 
reasons, it just so happens that 
those developments haven’t 
found their way into all of the 
congressional office HVAC 
systems quite yet. 

“I am reminded of 
advancements in technology 
every time I hear the hiss of our 
office’s pneumatic thermostat,” 
Webster said. 

“Though,” he made a point to 
mention, “it works very well.”

Webster is another second-
generation HVAC business 
owner. His father started Webster 
Air Conditioning & Heating after 
the family moved to Orlando 
when Webster was young. 

“My dad taught me most 
everything I know,” he said, 

“most of it while I held his 
flashlight or brought him the 
needed tools from the truck.”

After earning an electrical 
engineering degree at Georgia 
Tech, Webster returned home 
and started working for the 
company. “I currently serve as 
president with several of my 
sons running the day-to-day 
while I’m in D.C.,” he said, 
though he still stops by to see 
how things are going when he’s 
in the area.

Webster’s political aspirations 
began after a desired zoning 
change for a project at his church 
met with a denial on the grounds 
it was “adverse to public policy.”

When he was told that the 
Florida legislature set that policy, 
he set his sights accordingly. As a 
state lawmaker, Webster helped 
to develop comprehensive energy 
legislation, with life cycle costs 
serving as a main component.

These days, Webster pursues 
a balance “when it comes to the 
burden we place on consumers 
and on our environment,” he 
said. “The move to higher-
efficiency units serves as 
an excellent example of the 
industry taking the environment 
into consideration.” 

He remains cautious, however, 
in avoiding a situation where the 
federal government is mandating 
decisions about upgrades on an 
individual or family basis.

Asked what has surprised him 
since moving from the private 
sector to Washington, Webster’s 
answer ties into his background.

“I’ve been surprised how many 
well-intentioned bureaucrats and 
politicians do not have a granular-
level, practical experience of how 
businesses work. I have firsthand 
knowledge of what it’s like to 
have to make payroll every month, 
to negotiate benefit plans for 
employees,” and to understand 
the tax and regulatory burdens 
for small business owners.”

All congressmen have 
contact forms and office phone 
numbers on their websites. And 
as these stories illustrate, one 
private citizen’s life experience 
and newfound interest can 
fuel a journey to a second job 
influencing meaningful policy at 
the highest levels.   

“I decided to get involved [in 
politics] in April 2011 after 
a disturbing meeting with 
the EPA [Environmental 
Protection Agency]. I got fed 
up and thought that if the 
biggest obstacle I have in 
running my business is the 
federal government, then 
that’s where I’m going.”

—Rep Markwayne Mullin 
R-Okla.
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U.S. shipments of central air conditioners and air-
source heat pumps increased 7.5 percent in January 
2019, to 518,988 units, up from 482,671 units shipped 
in January 2018. Air conditioner shipments increased 
6.2 percent, to 283,498 units, up from 266,857 
units shipped in January 2018. Air-source heat pump 
shipments increased 9.1 percent, to 235,490 units, up 
from 215,814 units shipped in January 2018. 

U.S. shipments of residential gas storage water 
heaters increased 11.7 percent in January 2019, 
to 433,264 units, up from 387,945 units shipped 
in January 2018. Residential electric storage 
water heater shipments increased 13.6 percent, to 
405,928 units, up from 357,365 units shipped in 
January 2018.  

U.S. shipments of gas warm-air furnaces 
decreased 11.6 percent in January 2019, to 
232,321 units, down from 262,744 units shipped 
in January 2018. Oil warm-air furnace shipments 
increased 10.6 percent, to 3,568 units, up from 
3,226 units shipped in January 2018.

U.S. shipments of commercial gas storage water 
heater shipments decreased 12.3 percent in 
January 2019, to 6,742 units, down from 7,685 
units shipped in January 2018. Commercial electric 
storage water heater shipments increased 10.7 
percent, to 11,991 units, up from 10,829 units 
shipped in January 2018.  
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AIR-SOURCE HEAT PUMPS

RESIDENTIAL STORAGE
WATER HEATERS

SHIPMENTS STATUS OF
WARM-AIR FURNACES

COMMERCIAL STORAGE
WATER HEATERS

232,321
Gas Warm-Air
Furnaces

3,568
Oil Warm-Air
Furnaces

JANUARY 2019

262,744
Gas Warm-Air
Furnaces

JANUARY 2018

3,226
Oil Warm-Air
Furnaces

405,928
Residential
Electric

JANUARY 2019

357,365
Residential
Electric

JANUARY 2018

433,264
Residential Gas

387,945
Residential Gas

518,988
A/C & HP
Combined Total

283,498
A/C Only

235,490
HP Only

JANUARY 2019

482,671
A/C & HP
Combined Total

266,857
A/C Only

215,814
HP Only

JANUARY 2018

11,991
Commercial
Electric

JANUARY 2019

10,829
Commercial
Electric

JANUARY 2018

6,742
Commercial Gas

7,685
Commercial Gas

17_NEWS-HZSouthHills-LEGHVACPoli-F+F-042219.indd   20 4/16/19   11:03 AM


