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SOURCE: Information contained in these graphs is courtesy of the Air-Conditioning, Heating, 
and Refrigeration Institute (AHRI). Industry figures are estimates that are derived from the best 
available figures supplied by a sample of AHRI member companies.

YEAR-TO-DATE: Year-to-date U.S. shipments of residential gas storage water heaters increased 1.8 per-
cent, residential electric storage water heaters increased 11.3 percent, commercial gas storage water heat-
ers decreased 4.1 percent, commercial electric storage water heater shipments increased 46.5 percent, gas 
warm-air furnaces increased 18.8 percent, warm oil furnaces decreased 11.2 percent, central air conditioners 
increased 9.2 percent, and air-source heat pumps increased 14.8 percent.

Thanks, Ridgid, for knowing 
that my time is the most valu-
able commodity of all. 

Another big time-saver 
for me is Taco’s free FloPro 
Designer software. 

From experience, I know that 
Taco is always updating its pop-
ular FloPro Designer software, 
which is a residential hydronic 
system design tool that I use fre-
quently to easily design systems. 

With this software, which I 
access at home, in the shop, or 
on a job site via my surface pro, 

I can literally do it all — from 
heat load calculations to equip-
ment selection and sizing to 
system and near boiler piping. 
The numbers don’t lie. 

The tool automatically selects 
the right equipment and creates 
the documents needed to get the 
job done right, including layout 
schematics, near boiler piping 
layouts, bills of materials, load 
summaries, and detailed sched-
ule reports. 

FloPro Designer also has an 
intuitive, easy-to-use, drag-and-
drop interface. Users begin by 
drawing walls to scale and then 
adding doors and windows. As 
I make decisions about a system 

design or make changes, the 
software tracks what I’m doing 
and calculates loads as features 
are added. It’s easy to connect a 
boiler or drop in pumps, tanks, 
zone valves, and more. 

The software recalculates as 
I draw, automatically changing 
specifications and preparing 
bills of materials. It also offers 
accurate equipment selections 
based on actual equipment head 
loss calculations — even indi-
rect water heater loads. 

It’s also familiar with Boiler 
Wizard piping layouts and pro-
vides an AutoFill that automati-

cally fills in the location for all 
components within specific rooms.

Anyone who wants to look 
into it can check out the free-
ware at www.tacocomfort.com. 
Ra Puriri is Taco’s specialist on 
this software. He knows the 
software like the back of his 
hand and is always there to help. 
There are videos and training 
tutorials available to help you 
get more comfortable with the 
software. Puriri has helped me 
countless times on the job, and I 
can’t thank him enough.

And, thanks Taco for affirming 
the value of my time and expertise. 
You’ve made me a better trade pro-
fessional in so many ways.  

HARD-TO-REACH PLACES: Ridgid has a set of press rings that allows users 
to press fittings in the tightest of places. 

PUREFLOW JAW: For pressing pex, Ridgid’s Pureflow jaw set allows users to 
press ½- to 2-inch pex.
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Warm-air Furnaces 
Jump 19% in January

U.S. shipments of central air conditioners and air-
source heat pumps totaled 463,062 units in January 
2017, up 9.2 percent from 424,102 units shipped 
in January 2016. U.S. shipments of air conditioners 
increased 5.6 percent to 271,954 units, up from 
257,616 units shipped in January 2016. U.S. shipments 
of air-source heat pumps increased 14.8 percent to 
191,108 units, up from 166,486 units shipped in January 
2016.

U.S. shipments of residential gas storage water 
heaters for January 2017 increased 1.8 percent to 
360,133 units, up from 353,708 units shipped in 
January 2016. Residential electric storage water 
heater shipments increased 11.3 percent in January 
2017 to 357,394 units, up from 321,065 units 
shipped in January 2016.

U.S. shipments of gas warm-air furnaces for January 
2017 increased 18.8 percent to 231,997 units, up 
from 195,348 units shipped in January 2016. Oil 
warm-air furnace shipments decreased 11.2 percent 
to 2,970 units shipped in January 2017, down from 
3,344 units shipped in January 2016.

Commercial gas storage water heater shipments 
decreased 4.1 percent in January 2017 to 6,832 
units, down from 7,125 units shipped in January 2016. 
Commercial electric storage water heater shipments 
increased 46.5 percent in January 2017 to 10,545 
units, up from 7,196 units shipped in January 2016.

CENTRAL A/C AND
AIR-SOURCE HEAT PUMPS

RESIDENTIAL STORAGE
WATER HEATERS

SHIPMENTS STATUS OF
WARM-AIR FURNACES

COMMERCIAL STORAGE
WATER HEATERS

231,997
Gas Warm-Air
Furnaces

2,970
Oil Warm-Air
Furnaces

JANUARY 2017

195,348
Gas Warm-Air
Furnaces

JANUARY 2016

3,344
Oil Warm-Air
Furnaces

360,133
Residential Gas

357,394
Residential
Electric

JANUARY 2017

353,708
Residential Gas

321,065
Residential
Electric

JANUARY 2016

463,062
A/C & HP
Combined Total

271,954
A/C Only

191,108
HP Only

JANUARY 2017

424,102
A/C & HP
Combined Total

257,616
A/C Only

166,486
HP Only

JANUARY 2016

10,545
Commercial
Electric

JANUARY 2017

7,196
Commercial
Electric

JANUARY 2016

6,832
Commercial Gas 7,125

Commercial Gas
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