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American Action Forum, a political think-tank organization, recently released its “Dis- “Despite lofty projections of energy savings, cost savings, and environmental benefits
counting Consumers: How the DOE’s Wishful Thinking Leads to Higher Costs, that often bear little relation to reality, the main effect of these rulemakings force con-
Fewer Jobs," study. The document examined 15 U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) sumers to purchase products that are already available to them that they've declined to
rulemakings issued between 2010 and 2015 and found that often unrealistic discount choose to purchase on their own,’ stated the study. “These rules represent, in reality, a
rates afforded favorable assumptions in DOE regulatory analyses that have resulted in  hidden tax on consumers — taxes that result in higher up-front prices for products and
profound implications for consumers and manufacturers. lower overall manufacturing employment in the United States”
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OF RULES PROMULGATED FROM 2007 TO PRESENT, AN AVERAGE OF
OF CONSUMERS WOULD NOT BENEFIT FROM NEW ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS.

IN OTHER WORDS, WOULD PAY HIGHER
PRICES, BUT WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO RECOUP THAT
“REGULATORY TAX” LATER THROUGH LOWER OPERATING COSTS.
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SOURCE: https://www.americanactionforum.org/research/discounting-consumers-wishful-thinking-leads-higher-costs-fewer-jobs/#ixzz4lgX7RHXu
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