RTU Efficiency Standards

On Dec. 17, 2015, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) finalized new negotiated
energy conservation standards for commercial air conditioners, heat pumps, and com-
mercial warm-air furnaces, otherwise known as rooftop units (RTUs).

The standards will take effect in two phases and will increase minimum efficiency by
13 percent as of Jan. 1, 2018, and an additional 15 percent as of Jan. 1, 2023. Stan-
dards for new warm-air furnaces that are typically installed as a unit with a commercial
air conditioner also become effective in 2023.

This announcement “marks the largest energy-saving standard in history and
demonstrates that America is leading the effort to reduce energy costs and cut carbon
emissions,’ said Ernest Moniz, U.S. Energy Secretary. “This rule also shows that strong
public-private partnerships can reap environmental and economic dividends and drive
technology breakthroughs!
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